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TACHINID PARASITES OF IIELIOTHIS IN THE WESTERN 
PIEMISPHERE (DIPTERA; LEPIDOPTERA) 

Curtis W. Sabrosky 

Abstract . — Search of the literature and personal records of identifications 
yielded a total of 61 species of Tachinidae recorded from Ileliothis in the 
Western Hemisphere, plus 3 species recently introduced from India but not 
yet known to be established. The table includes the geographic region, 
the species of Ileliothis involved {II. zea, H. virescens, ‘others, or sp.”), and 
a brief summary of the known host relationships of the tachinids. Many 
of the species are uncommon, or at least rarely reared. Almost all the com- 
mon species are polyphagous, especially on Noctuidae. 


I present here a preliminary list of tachinid flies known to parasitize 
species of the noctuid genus Ileliothis in the Western Hemisphere. It 
is probably complete for the major parasites because much attention has 
been and is being given to parasites of HeliothiSy but minor, occasional, 
aberrant, or rare species of parasites will undoubtedly be added in the 
future. The present list is based on card catalogs in tlie Systematic En- 
tomology Laboratory, my personal records of identifications, the manu- 
script of “A Host-Parasite Catalog of North American Tachinidae” by Paul 
H. Arnaud, Jr., soon to be published by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
and tlie recently published “Host-Parasite and Parasite-Host Catalogue of 
South American Tachinidae (Diptera)” by J. II . Cuimaraes (1977, Arcp Zool, 
Sao Paulo, 28(3) : 1-131), For commonly reared species, host relations are 
summarized from the available information. Many of the tachinids are 
uncommon or at least rarely reared. Almost all of the common species are 
polyphagous, especially on Noctuidae. 

Abbreviations: NA = North America, SA = South America, WI = West 

Indies; * = personal identification; = both personal identification and 
published records. 

Systematic Entomology Laboratory, HBIIL Agric, Res. Serv., USDA, c/o 
U.S. National Museum, Washington, D.C. 20560. 


Heliothis 

Geog. 

region Species of tachinid zea virescens others, or sp. Host relations and notes 

SA , Actinoplagia koehleii Blanch. x(**) H. gelotopoeus and Argentina, Chile, Uruguay; re- 

spp. corded only from Heliothis. 
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Chaetogaedia analis (Wulp) x 3 published records, 1 each from 

Arctiidae, Geoinetridae, Noctui- 
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Coiiki pallciLi wa. u. spp. Chile; recorded from 2 other 

genera of noctuids. 

Gonia sp. oi spp. x Gonia species are polyphagous, 

almost entirely on Noctuidae; 
2 records on zca, Tex. and Calif. 


Heliothis 

Geog. 

region Species of tachinid zea virescens others, or sp. Host relations and notes 

\VI Gyumochaetopsls fulvicauda x Chiefly par. of the noctuid 

(Walton) Mods repanda, in P.R. and 
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noctiiid genera, 

Siphoua ])lusiae Coq. x(*) Few records, mostly Noctiiidae; 

jny det, from Calif. 

S/>oggo.s/rt caridci (Brethes) //. ^elotopociis Polyphagous, on at least 6 

families. 


Heliothis 

Geog. - - 

region Species of tachiiiid zea virescens otliers, or sp. Host relations and notes 
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W. vufopicta (Bigot) x(**) x(*) Highly polyphagous, especially 

on Noctuidae; common sp. 

W. siniiata Rein. zea or virescens Polyphagous; common. 


